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This post explains the different meanings of the phrasal verb “add up” and shows 
how it is used in each case. It can mean, “to total”, “to find the total” or “to make 
sense, logically fit together.”

1. The cost of the trip adds up to more 
than I can afford.

2. If you add it up, the cost of the house 
is more than what we have in the bank.

3. The facts and his account of what 
happened don’t add up.

Match each definition with the correct sentence:

3, 2, 1.

(   ) logically fit together, 
make sense.

(   ) find the total.

(   ) to total.
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